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December 2019
Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order):  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Upcoming SOM meetings: 
12/3/19 
• Faculty @11am 
1/14/20 
• SFSC @11am 
1/16/20 
• SFSC @11am 
1/21/20 
• SFSC @11am 
1/23/20 
• SFSC @11am 
• Equipment @ 11am 
1/28/20 
• SFSC @11am 
2/4/20 
• His/Theory/Comp @11am 
• Music Ed @ 11am 
2/6/20 
• Advisory @11am 
2/11/20 
• Faculty @11am 
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School of  Music 
Glenn Block and the ISU Symphony enjoyed a whirlwind November.  November 4 
saw the ensemble in a choral/orchestra collaboration of  Tippett's A Child of  Our Time, 
conducted by Karyl Carlson and featuring four faculty vocal soloists.  A tour to the 
Chicago area took the symphony to 7 high schools, a visit to the Art Institute of  
Chicago, and a concert by the Chicago Symphony conducted by Riccardo Muti.  
November 9 was the annual Music for All concert, conducted by graduate assistants 
Aaron Gomez and Camilo Tellez.  The rest of  November was spent preparing for 
the 29th Annual Music for the Holidays concerts with massed choirs, augmented 
brass, soloist Angelo Favis, and alumnus and guest conductor Steve Fox, music 
director of  the California Pops.  Glenn will return to South America in December to 
guest conduct in Argentina and Brazil. 
Karyl Carlson’s month of  November began with a rare performance of  Michael 
Tippett’s A Child of  Our Time.  Helping to set the piece into its difficult context of  
Kristalnacht was Elleke Mesdag, a Dutch immigrant who shared with the Concert 
Choir her family’s harrowing experiences throughout WWII.  On November 12 and 
13, the Madrigal Singers performed at 8 high schools during their annual recruiting 
tour.  At the Madrigal Festival on November 15, 24 high school ensembles came to 
campus for clinics with visiting conductor Carol Krueger, Karyl, and Tim 
Fredstrom.  As part of  the festival, the Madrigal Singers presented a morning 
concert for a very full, enthusiastic house.  
December 2019
Michael Dicker presented a masterclass in the use of   
the Dremel drill in reed making and a clinic on bassoon 
maintenance and repair for students at The Ohio State 
University School of  Music on November 5.  Michael 
also presented a masterclass in bassoon reed making at 
the Accademia Musicale Sherazade in Rome, Italy on 
November 22. 
Geoffrey Duce performed a solo recital at Fine Arts 
Music in Chicago.   He was also a guest at Southern 
Illinois University in Carbondale, where he gave a 
masterclass and a recital. 
Tom Faux performed on banjo with the University of  
Illinois Women’s Glee Club on November 10.  
Angelo Favis and Kimberly Risinger performed an 
outreach recital as the Linden Duo at Lincoln-Way 
Central High School in New Lenox, IL on November 
7.  Guitar alumnus Cain Budds (BM '96/MM '98) 
taught masterclasses and performed a recital at the 
University of  Guanajuato in Mexico on November 18 - 
21. 
Tim Fredstrom sang with Lumière, a Peoria-based 
chamber choir directed by John Jost, in their fall concert 
“Sound of  Light” on November 3.  Tim also serves as 
the assistant conductor of  this ensemble.  On November 
17, Tim conducted the Cantus Novus Chorale in their 
fall concert, “Going Home.”  Lily Thompson was the 
featured soloist on this concert.  Cindy Ropp and 
numerous ISU faculty and alumni sing in this group. 
Phillip Hash published an article titled “Music 
Teaching and Learning Among the People of  Israel” in 
the fall 2019 issue of  the Journal for Christian Educators.  
He continues to work with our collegiate chapter of  the 
National Association for Music Education (NAfME) to 
organize the ISU 6th Grade Honor Festival scheduled for 
February 29, 2020.  This event is a service project of  the 
ISU NAfME chapter, led by president Sophie Walker.  
The festival will include a band led by Phil and David 
Snyder, and a choir directed by Tim Fredstrom.  
Eleven schools from the Bloomington/Normal area will 
participate. 
Bill Koehler and Manpreet Bedi, performing as the 
Vandana Duo, gave a concert of  original music and 
improvisations at the Contemporary Arts Center of  
Peoria on November 9.  The duo, whose interests range 
from contemporary classical music to jazz, world music, 
the music of  India, and the fusion of  eastern and 
western musical languages, has been together for 19 
years and has performed annually at the Contemporary 
Arts Center for the last 6 years.  
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The Concert Choir with Elleke Mesdag.
Tom Faux performing at the University of  Illinois.
Bill Koehler and Manpreet Bedi performing in Peoria.
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Kate Lewis organized two family concerts this fall for 
the new “Redbird Musical Adventures: Concerts for 
Families” series.  In October, she performed an 
interactive concert called “The Bear and the Piano” in 
the University Galleries that featured storytelling, a 
parade, singing, art, and the music of  Paul Hindemith. 
The ISU Symphony presented their annual Music for 
All Concert in November in collaboration with students 
from the ISU AMTA-S RSO, ISU Symphony, and 
String Project who filled the CPA lobby with an 
instrument petting zoo before the concert.  Kate also 
served as a judge for the MTNA Junior and Senior 
Strings Competition, gave a guest artist masterclass and 
coached chamber music at Midwest Young Artists 
Conservatory, and was guest principal viola with the 
Illinois Symphony in addition to her regular position as 
principal viola with the Peoria Symphony.  
Tony Marinello had a very active November on 
campus and across the state.  Tony conducted four 
different ILMEA District Senior Honor Bands that 
represented some of  the top high school musicians in the 
state.  At each event he was able to connect with 
numerous students and directors.  The District 6 Band 
was held at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, 
and Tony was able to connect with alumni Melissa 
Gustafson-Hinds and Philip Carter. The District 7 
Band was a fantastic ensemble held at Grayslake High 
School. The District 3 Band was held at Olivet 
Nazarene University and included the world premiere of  
the concert opener, “With Zeal Unceasing,” by alumnus 
Todd Stalter.  The piece is based on motives from the 
ISU Alma Mater.  Lastly, the District 8 festival was held 
at Dekalb High School, where Tony was able to connect 
with alumnus Kevin Jensen.  He also conducted the 
final concerts of  the semester for two ISU ensembles. 
The Symphonic Winds performed alongside the Normal 
Community High School Wind Ensemble on November 
19.  The Wind Symphony performed on November 21.  
The Wind Symphony program included some of  the 
pieces that will be performed in January 2020 at the 
Illinois Music Education Conference in Peoria, as well as 
the consortium premiere of  Michael Daugherty’s Songs 
from the Silent Land featuring faculty soprano Elizabeth 
Thompson. 
Joe Matson recently copyedited books on Georges 
Auric, the civil rights movement, and group 
improvisation.  In total, he has copyedited 15 books and 
more than 1,700 encyclopedia articles for Oxford 
University Press. 
Anne McNamara has been invited to present the Non-
Pro or Comeback Player masterclass and warm-up class 
at the 2020 International Trumpet Guild Conference in 
Columbus, OH. 
Carl Schimmel’s "Through the Darkness of  Sleep" 
was performed several times in Pennsylvania this month 
by the ensemble Transient Canvas.  He also gave 
presentations on his music at Indiana University and the 
University of  Illinois. 
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The instrument petting zoo at the Music for All concert.
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David Snyder performed with the Illinois Valley 
Symphony alongside alumni Christine Hansen, John 
Hansen, Justin Marxman, Douglas Temples,and 
Regina Vendetti on their November 3 concert, 
featuring Chicago Symphony trumpeter John 
Hagstrom.  David is also very proud to be the teacher 
of  his two eldest children (and star pupils), both of  
whom were selected to the District 3 ILMEA Junior 
High Band (Kate on clarinet and Ethan on trombone) 
and performed with this group at Olivet Nazerene 
University on November 16 with alumna Rachel 
Maxwell conducting.  In addition, Ethan won first 
chair in the All-Illinois Junior High Band and will 
perform with them in January at the University of  
Illinois.  
News, Announcements, and Reminders 
Safety Reminders 
Remember to lock your office door when working 
outside of  regular business hours. If  you need an escort 
at night, call Redbird Safe Walk at 438-8631. 
Problems With Our Facilities? 
If  you have facilities problems in Cook Hall, please 
contact Tim Schachtschneider. For problems in 
other spaces, contact Mona Hubbard. For 
emergencies after hours or on weekends, dial 438-5656.  
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Upcoming Events 
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven in CE 225 will be 
listed on the University Calendar.  Please check your events 
for accuracy and let Peggy know if  corrections need to be made.  If  
your event does not yet have a description included, send text to 
Peggy so that she may add it to your event announcement.   
Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates 
12/3/19    Performance Convocation @ 11am, CPA 
12/7/19    Audition Day @ 9am, CPA 
12/7/19    Music for the Holidays @ 3pm, CPA 
12/7/19    Music for the Holidays @ 7pm, CPA 
12/8/19    Music for the Holidays @ 3pm, CPA 
12/13/19  String Project Concert @ 7pm, CPA 
12/14/19  Commencement @ 1pm, RA 
1/17/20    Vickers.Duce.Hockenberry @ 8pm, CPA 
1/18/20    Audition Day @ 9am, CPA 
1/24/20    Audition Day @ 3pm, CPA 
1/25/20    Audition Day @ 9am, CPA 
1/27/20    Jury Recognition @ 7:30pm, KRH 
2/4/20      Elizabeth Thompson @ 7pm, KRH 
2/5/20      Concerto/Aria Finals @ 7pm, CPA 
2/7/20      Audition Day @ 3pm, CPA/KRH 
2/8/20      Audition Day @ 9am, CPA 
2/9/20      Red Note New Music Fest @ 7pm, KRH 
2/10/20    Red Note New Music Fest @ 7pm, KRH 
2/11/20    Red Note New Music Fest @ 7pm, KRH 
2/12/20    Red Note New Music Fest @ 8pm, CPA 
2/13/20    Red Note New Music Fest @ 7pm, KRH 
2/14/20    Big Band Dance @ 7pm, TBD 
2/16/20    Choral Showcase @ 3pm, CPA 
2/16/20    Symphonic Winds @ 7pm, CPA 
2/19/20    Jazz Ensemble I&II @ 8pm, CPA 
2/27/20    Symphonic Band @ 8pm, CPA 
2/29/20    Babar the Elephant @ 11am, UG 
3/21/20    Bach for Babies @ 11am, UG 
3/22/20    Concert Ch/Chamb Singers @ 3pm, CPA 
3/23/20    Phi Kappa Lambda @ 7pm, KRH 
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2019 -2020 Audition Dates 	  
	 Saturday, 9/28/19 
	 Saturday, 12/7/19	  
	 Saturday, 1/18/20 
	 Friday, 1/24/20 
	 Saturday, 1/25/20	  
	 Friday, 2/7/20	  
	 Saturday, 2/8/20		 	  
	 Saturday, 3/28/20 
